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First Temple 
Coebekli E p e  in So~rthenr firkey 
and otlrer sites in tlrc Middle East 

am rkangirrg ideas abo~rt Irour, 
itinerant bands of hrrtrfer-gatherers 
srttled into village lfe asfarmers -- 
a tarnin.q point refrrmd In history 
as tire Neolithir Rc~mltition. Brit 

11,600 years ago - 7,000 bcfnre 
tire Giza Pyrart~id rum brrilt arrd 

nrurh bdorc Stoncllcnge in 
Englarrd - it apl>cars tlrat a great 

linresto~rr ren~ple was rreated at  
Goel~ekli Tcpe ~ritkorrt tlre aid of 

rvlreels or drafr anirrrals. 
Arrlraeologists cxrarrting wlrat 

m~rld trrrrr orrt to be the ~rwrfd'sjrst 
temple say tlrat it s ~ r g p r s  drr 

Ir~m~arr snrsr of tlrr sacred - arld 
the Irrrrrrarr IOIW of a p o d  spectacle 
- nray hawgi~wrr rise to 

rir,iIisafiorr itse![ ratlfer t11arr ally 
post-lrc A~cglobal rlirrran rlrarr$e 

arrd tlre disr~lvcry qf a$rirrrltvrr tlrat 
I d  to rrssatiorr of tltc rrorrradir lfe 

- National Ccofraphic 

.. 

Relieffrom , */ 
Respiratory (. 
Disorders 

quiet rwoludon is tak- 
ing place in Phaltan, a 
small talrrka. 100 k m  
south-east o f  Pune. 
Leading the charge is 

. . .envlmnmenrak.t. cocial 
activist and sp~ritualist Anil K Rajvan- 
shi.A pioneer of the reverse flow fmrn 
the US back to India, in early 80s. he 
gave up a well-paid pmfaorship at the 
Institute of Solar E n e w ,  Florida, and 
chose to settle in Phaltan to pursue a 
dream: to change the landscape of tlie 
rural poor.Thircy yean on. the dream 
is becoming real. His dream child, the 
NARI  Centre for Sustainable Devel- 
opment (NCSD), an N G O  for xnsi- 
tising corporations, R&D experts and 
leadm of civil sociecy to the problems 
of rural India,= inaugurated in Phal- 
can o n  April 12,201 I."With their re- 
sources, reach and technological ex- 
perrise, big businesses can help impmve 
rural life.The N A N  Centre, a model 
ofsustainable development,is the prod- 
uct of this belief' says Raj\amli~.Tlie 
focus is on innrr.ation.particulady tech- 
nological innovation that is directed to 
~ r a l  needs. For example, the centre de- 
veloped indigenous technology for fer- 
mentation of nveet sorghum juice. so- 
lar d~stillation of ethanol and filially for 
its use as a cooking and lighting fuel in 
new and improved stoves and lanterns. 

Beyond Business 
Rajvanshi explains that the role 

models of rural people are tlie urban 
elite."l'm trying to get this clan involved 
in rural uplift In a manner that is sus- 
tainable.The ashram ic an attempt iri 
that direction."Young corporate exrc- 
utives - the future CEOs ofthe coun- 
try - and active ~iiembers of civil so- 
ciecy, will, through lecmres, workshops 
and project participation, be persuaded 
to wt  an example of simple living and 
high thinking.' The  centre? s~rnple 
manna is:Technolow \\*,tli spirin~alicy 
for sustainable rural development. 

Looking back on years of hard 
work, Rajvanshi reniiniscce: "When I 
first callie and senled here, the place \sx 
so badly conncctcd that I had to take a 
bus and go all the way to Punc to rn.lkc 
a pllonc call! Frcsh h n i  tlic US. 1 1i.id 
job ntycn iruni 1IT 1lo~i1b.1.r: IIC 13~11- 
g.ilorc and froiii the T.1t.1.;. but 1 hnil 
C ~ I ~ I C .  \\,it11 ,I cc,rr,~i~i icic~~li\~n . I I ~ L I  .lrrx>- 
g,lllcr r11.1t 1.113 ~ o i n l :  to <.II.IIISL. 
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long internship for students oft, ms 

nipal Institute of Managenimt.They 
\\dl be made cot~sc~ous of the lack of 
basic amenities, poor resource utilisa- 
don and non-susra~nabilty in rural ar- 
eas.The centre is spread over 900 sq nl 
with accommodadon for 20 studem, 

d C ~ .  1- , ~ , , - .  , 
SAKINAYUSUF KHAN takes you t o  Phaltan 

two ~acurcy nouscs, a well-cqu~ppeo 
kitchen and dining mom and facilities 

Ashram w h e r e  corpo&te leaders for rainwater harvestnig and energy 
conservabon It \wll be hoct~ng regular 

a n d  future CEOS learn t h e  ar t  a conferences and ~ r k s h o p s  o n  sustain- 

( abd~cy and rural development, fam~l- 
of s imple  l iv ing and 

I larrc~ng pamclpann w t h  rural I n l a  and 

h i g h  th ink ing  p m v ~ d ~ n g  them an ~ntcuectually 
stunulat~ng enwronment, w h ~ c h  would 
niclude nieanlndul lnteracnon w ~ t h  

, . 
unless corporations. who provlde the 

' 

to translate that dream Into reahty." .'$ ' 
Problems And Solutions , 

It provldes a forum for profemon- 
als fro; d~fferent fields to iollaborate r- , 
and generate soluoons for rural Inha 
"The key word here a experience The  \ 
rural semng ofthe c e n m  wvlll hopeful- 
Iv mmp~re uamcwantr to thnk  about N- , I . .  . 

problems and come up with pmi -  
ble solutiom. For only ifyou see thing 
for your self . \d  you feel smngly about 
them, and only when you feel smng- 
ly \\ill you xvant to make thin5 better," 
rays the cornnlitted green-tech guru. 

~nternat~onal and local exTem and re- 
~dents, so that they can come up w t h  
Lnnovattve colut~ons and bus~ness and 
development ulam best su~ted to local 
cond i ions . "~e  believe that the key to 
rural development is modern technol- 

'. 
ogy and mearch whrch convert scarce- = --, 1v ava~lable resources and n~ater~als into 

, - 1  
useful products It make  life cmiple, ro 

':%: that you can focus o n  h~gher  th~ng:' , says Rajnnshl 

Spiritual Quotient 
Spirituality figures high 

in tlie centre? ph~losophy. 
"We are all for siniple liv- 
ing". says Rajvanshi, "and 

you can live simple only if 
you are spiritual. When  you 

become spiritual you stop try- 
ing to impress others and when 

that happens, you start reducing 
your creed. because creed is rooted 

. ' . ' ,  . . . .- schools have be- 
- 

in tlie human tendency to show ofl-. 
gun to endorse I've seen it in my own case.Whcn I 
the beliefthat ex- returned from the US. I \vas a hard- p:Fy periential learning Busincss Mnriagemet~t of Narsee Moil- arid de\~elops a sense o f  lifc beyond core consunierir, greedy and aggres- 

-m -' is important. De- ice Iiist~ture of Mariaeenlent Studies, business. IIMAlimedabad? ShodhYa- sive," he savs.Todav. he? very differ- & a s h  dean. School ~anya l .  o f  

WHENYOU BECOMESPIRITUAL 

YOU STOPTRYINGTO 

IMPRESS OTHERS. THEN, YOU 

START REDUCINGYOUR GREED, 

BECAUSE GREED IS ROOTED 

IN THE HUMANTENDENCY 

TO SIiOW OFF 

- ANIL I( RAIVANSHI 

Muniba~,says:"OiiIy real-life exposure 
and training out  there can make good 
rnan~~ci-s" .  Maringen~cr~i experti ,Ire 
convrriced that building E Q  or  elno- 
tional quotient ic as irnport.nit as IQ. 
And they are all for pm~iiot ing S Q  
(Spirimd Quotient) ;is \\~ll.The Mum- 
bat-based SP Jain Institute o f  Man- 
ngement and I<cie.~rch has conlpulso- 
ry rounce on nirnagerncnr that include 
inc~tjics f m n ~  rlic nh,!~tr~?nl (;ifc, to Ih- 
riill~,~rirc st~ldcnts w~tl i  etli~c* .~nd \..I\- 
ncs, AC<.C>~<~IIIS I,) S Srir.~ni, cii~-c~c-ttn. 
Mu~~iI>:ii Dn$111cs\ Scliool. rln, lik.Ilv 
h11iIc1 tlic ~ ~ t l i i ~ . , ~ l  I i n i ~ i ~ l . ~ t i ~ ~ ~ i  (> i \ t~~de~ i r s  

tra. an explornt~on-based course that 
takes studen& into rcmote villages, is 
part oftlie I i . t~d\ l i i~ f.iriliIinrisatioii ex- 
crcice. It is reported that an increasing 
number of students are demand~ng  
such intense real-life training sessions. 
XLRI. Jariisliedpur, encourages stu- 
dents to  spend thrce ~iights inn village, 
i i i t e ~ ~ c t  \\,it11 \~illagm and get to  krio\v 
their problc~nr fmni first-liarid ac- 
Coullts. 

"Tliir is cx.~~.rlv n,li.~r \ r ~  :lrc t ry~ng 
tn <Io.''s'I?\ l<.ijv.~~i\li~. l 'li .~lr.i~i .ii111< to 
gi\.c. p ,~r~i<ip.~~it \  tli~r *<>rt O ~ ~ X ~ L ~ \ L I I V .  

l ' l~c N<hI  1 will \ , > o I ~  rut1 ,I ~i~c>rnli- 

ent .The fa'mily h k ' t  bought a big 
ticket item in 15 years. He  moves 
, ~ r o ~ n i d  in his 1984 car, wears khadi 
and when clothes get worn-out, they 
arc used as dusters.With such a spar- 
tan lifesryle,it is hardly surpr~sing that 
the centre he set up should be called 
an aslira~ii - tlic I'haltan Aslira~n. As 
Rajvnnshi puts it:"Wliati all asliranl? 
I t i  a place to learn - a plare to le.lrn 
li~gller t l i i l i g  and tliati cxactly \\,hat 
I'll.ilt.~~i 11 1s 711, nll i,rp,,~>jiv,~, ahont".. Nelra M'rdatan 
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